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SUBJECT: ISRAEL- VIETNAM RELATIONS 

REF: SAIGON 15800 NOTAL, 15257 NOTAL 

1. SUMMARY. SOUTH VIETNAM HAS MADE NO MOVE TOWARD 
OPENING EMBASSY IN ISRAEL, WHICH ISRAELIS SUPPOSE MAY 
REFLECT GVN RECONSIDERATION OF ITS MIDDLE EAST POSTURE. 
ANSWERING FOREIGN MINISTRY QUERY ABOUT US VIEW, EMBASSY 
HAS MADE IT CLEAR (A) WE FAVOR DEVELOPMENT OF ISRAELI- 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE RELATIONS WHILE ALSO RECOGNIZING GVN 
NEED FOR SUPPORT AMONG MODERATE ARABS, AND (B) WHEN 
ASKED BY SOUTH VIETNAMESE ON JERUSALEM VERSUS TEL AVIV 
AS EMBASSY LOCUS, WE REPLIED THAT US REFRAINS FROM 
ADVOCATING ANY PARTICULAR COURSE OF ACTION. SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
MINISTER CURRENTLY VISITING ISRAEL HAS TOLD ISRAELIS GVN IS 
NO LONGER TRYING TO PREVENT RECOGNITION OF HANOI.FROM 
WHICH ISRAELIS DEDUCE GVN SOMEHOW FEARED ISRAELI 
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RECOGNITION OF HANOI IN LATE 1972 AND FOR THIS REASON MADE 
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CONCESSION ON EMBASSY LOCATION IN ISRAEL. SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
NATIONAL DEFENSE COLLEGE CANCELLED VISIT TO ISRAEL AT LAST 
MOMENT EARLIER THIS MONTH. BUT ONE GENERAL CAME. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. ASIAN AFFAIRS DEPUTY DIRECTOR LAOR OF FOREIGN MINISTRY 
TOLD EMBOFF SEPTEMBER 12 GVN HAD STILL MADE NO MOVE 
TOWARD OPENING EMBASSY IN JERUSALEM PER GOI-GVN AGREE- 
MENT OF LAST DECEMBER. SAIGON HAD NOT NAMED AMBASSADOR, 

HAD NOT CHOSEN LAND FOR CHANCERY, AND HAD NOT EVEN SENT 
SOMEONE TO EXAMINE POSSIBLE SITES. ISRAELIS KNEW THAT 
GVN WAS PREOCCUPIED BY PRESSING MATTERS AND ALSO MIGHT 
BE SHORT OF PERSONNEL FOR STAFFING NEW EMBASSIES. IT NOW 
APPEARED LIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT SAIGON WAS REASSESSING ITS 
MIDDLE EAST POSTURE AND MIGHT SEEK TO REVISE AGREEMENT 

IN ORDER TO PLACE EMBASSY IN TEL AVIV RATHER THAN 
JERUSALEM TO PLACATE ARABS, OR MIGHT NOT OPEN EMBASSY 
HERE AT ALL. 

3. ANSWERING LAOR'S QUERY ABOUT US VIEW, EMBOFF RECALLED 
EXCHANGE WITH LAOR AUGUST 24 RE PROPOSED VISIT TO ISRAEL OF 
VIETNAMESE MILITARY DELEGATION (PER STATE 167812 NOTAL). 

LAOR HAD BEEN INFORMED AT THAT TIME THAT AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
FELT THAT GVN'S INTERESTS WOULD BE WELL SERVED BY CLOSER 
RELATIONS WITH GOI, HOWEVER, GVN ALSO HAD TO SEEK BETTER 
RELATIONS WITH MODERATE ARAB STATES BECAUSE OF ITS DIPLOMATIC 
BATTLE WITH SO-CALLED PRG FOR INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION, 
STRUGGLE WHICH WAS IMPORTANT FROM VIEWPOINT OF US INTERESTS 
AS WELL. OUR UNDERSTANDING WAS THAT GVN CURRENTLY WAS 
DELAYING ESTABLISHMENT OF RESIDENT MISSIONS IN JORDAN 

AND KUWAIT AS WELL AS ISRAEL BECAUSE OF THIS PROBLEM. 

4. AS FOR QUESTION OF TEL AVIV VERSUS JERUSALEM AS SITE, 

EMBOFF TOLD LAOR VIETNAMESE HAD CONSULTED US, AND HAD BEEN 
TOLD A) WHAT US LONGSTANDING JERUSALEM POSITION WAS, B) NAMES 
OF EMBASSIES NOW EXISTING IN JERUSALEM AND TEL AVIV, AND 

C) FACT THAT US REFRAINS FROM ADVOCATING TO THIRD PARTIES ANY 
PARTICULAR COURSE OF ACTION AS TO ESTABLISHING THEIR EMBASSY 
IN ISRAEL (STATE 92622 NOTAL). 
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5. LAOR SAID GVN PLANNING MINISTER WHO ATTENDING 
REHOVOT CONFERENCE (ON ECONOMIC GROWTH IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES) MADE POINT OF TELLING HIM SEPTEMBER 1 1 THAT 
ALTHOUGH IT WAS SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLICY IN FALL 1972 WHEN 
ISRAEL AND GVN WERE NEGOTIATING ESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS 
TO STRUGGLE AGAINST RECOGNITION OF NORTH VIETNAM, THIS POLICY 
HAD NOW BEEN DROPPED. LAOR SAID HE SUSPECTED GVN 

FOR SOME REASON HAD BEEN WORRIED ISRAEL MIGHT RECOGNIZE 
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NORTH VIETNAM AND AGREED TO JERUSALEM AS GVN 
EMBASSY LOCATION OUT OF THIS ANXIETY. 

6. LAOR SAID GVN NATIONAL DEFENSE COLLEGE VISIT TO ISRAEL, 

SCHEDULED TO BEGIN SEPTEMBER 5, HAD BEEN CANCELLED AT LAST 
MINUTE BY SAIGON FOR WHAT LAOR SAID WERE PURELY 
TECHNICAL REASONS. HOWEVER, ONE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GENERAL 
EN ROUTE TO EUROPE DID STOP OFF IN ISRAEL FOR 36 HOURS 
SEPTEMBER 7-8. 

KEATING 
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